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CHAPTER ONE 

Manvantaras : The Milking of the Earth 
Obeisance to Sri gane§a 

Samiapdyana said : 

1. I wish to know precisely the order of Manvantaras 1 and 
all the respective deities pertaining to the different Manvan- 
taras. 

Suta said : 

2. Listen to and understand as I recount succinctly and 
in detail, the Manvantaras which have gone and which are 
yet to come. 

3. The first Manu was Svayambhuva and thefi there was 
Svarocisa Manu. Thereafter the Manus were Auttama, Tamasa, 



1 Manvantara is a period during which a Manu presides over the 
world. It (the period) consists of seventyone cycles of four yugas ( catur-yugi ) 
or one-fourteenth part of god Brahma’s day. In other words there are 
fourteen Manus in one day of Brahma at the end of which there is Pralaya 
( Dissolution) of the universe. Every Manu has his special set of gods, Indra, 
an incarnation of Visnu, seven sages ( saptar$is ). Thus in the 1st Manvantara, 
Svayambhuva (the son of god Brahma) was the presiding Manu, Yamas 
were the gods, Yajha, the incarnation of Vi§nu officiated as Indra and the 
group of seven sages consisted of Marici, Atri, Angiras, Pulaha, Kratu, 
Pulastya and Vasistha. In every Manvantara, though the set of these func- 
tionaries is different, they have got the same powers, functions and the same 
tenure. 

The description of Manvantaras is one of the five essential characteristics 
of a Purat>a. Thus we find Pura^as like Bh. P. VIII. 1.29, NP. 1.40.17-37, 
VP. Ill chs. 1 and 2, KP.I.51, Bd. P. I.2.3G describing various Manvantaras. 
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Raivata and Caksusa. These six Manus have already passed 
away. I shall explain the eight future Manus. 1 

4. They are the five Savarnas, Raucya, Bhautya and Vai- 
vasvata. I shall explain them after Vaivasvata Manu. 

5. Know the five Manus who have passed away to be 
Manavas. The Manvantara of Svayambhuva Manu which has 
already passed has been described by me. 

6. Henceforth, I shall describe briefly the activity of crea- 
tion by Svarocisa, the second Manu of noble soul. 2 

7. In the Svarocisa Manvantara, there were the Devas 
called Tusitas and the learned scholars called Paravatas. Only 
these two are remembered as the groups of Devas. 

8. They were born of Tusita as the sons of Kratu, the 
Svarocisa (Manu) .The Paravatas and the remaining ones — these 
two Gams (groups) consist of twelve each. (Thus) all these 
Devas together are remembered as chandajas and they are twen- 
ty-four (in number). 

9-10. DhaivasyaSa, Vamanya, Gopa, Devayata, lord Aja, 
the powerful lord Durona, Apa of powerful arms, the vigorous 
Mahaujas, Cikitvan, Nibhrta, Viryavan, and Amsa : these were 
the sons of Kratu. They were then the imbibers of Soma. 

11-13. Lord Pracetas, Visvedcva, Samafija who was well 
known, Ajihma the suppressor of enemies, Ajihmana and Mahi- 
yana endowed with learning, the blessed Aja and Usa, Yavlya 
of great strength, Hotr and Yajva were the Paravatas of great 
exploit. These all were the deities who functioned in the Svaro- 
cisa Manvantara. 

14. At that time these twenty- four Dcvatas (deities) were 
the imbibers of Soma. Their Indra (ruler and leader) was 
Vaidha who was world-famous. 

15-10. The Saptarsis (the Seven Sages) were Orja the son 
of Vasistha, Starhbhathe son of Kafyapa, Drona the sonofBhfgu, 



1 . There are some variations in the names of future Manus in some 
Puranas. Our Purana gives some different names (such as Raucya and 
Bhautya) of future Manus. 

2. Verses 6-22 enumerate and describe the functionaries ( gods, Indra 
etc.) during the second Manvantara. 




